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his BA with high honors and his JD
from the University of Florida.

Following law school, he joined the
firm of Dean, Ringers, Morgan &
Lawton as an associate where he later
became a principal of the firm.

In 1982, the nominee founded his first
law firm, Roy B. Dalton, Jr., P.A. He
would later form other practices where
he would serve as a principal. In 1999 he
began working as ‘‘of counsel’” for the
firm Gray, Harris & Robinson, where
his practice area grew to include civil
litigation, government relations, ap-
pellate practice, and business practice
for individuals. As a former Senate
staffer, Mr. Dalton spent most of 2005
serving as counsel to his former legal
partner and U.S. Senator, Mel Mar-
tinez. Mr. Dalton has also practiced in
appellate matters as ‘“‘of counsel” for
the Carlyle appellate law firm, a post
he has held since 2004. The ABA Stand-
ing Committee on the Federal Judici-
ary gave him the rating of: substantial
majority ‘“Well Qualified”’; minority
“Qualified.” I am pleased to support
Mr. Dalton today.

I also rise in support of Kevin Sharp
to be U.S. District Court Judge for the
Middle District of Tennessee. Mr.
Sharp enlisted in the U.S. Navy fol-
lowing high school and received an
honorable discharge in 1986. The nomi-
nee received his B.S. from Christian
Brothers College and a J.D. from Van-
derbilt University School of Law. He
began his legal career as an associate
with the firm of Stokes & Bar-
tholomew. After a yearlong stint work-
ing as an attorney for the U.S. Con-
gressional Office of Compliance, Mr.
Sharp returned to Stokes, Bar-
tholomew, Evans & Petree, eventually
making partner. Since 2003, he has been
a shareholder and partner at Drescher
& Sharp, where he has focused his legal
practice on employment, labor, and
disability law. The ABA Standing Com-
mittee on the Federal Judiciary has
rated him ‘‘Qualified”’” and I urge my
colleagues to support this nominee.

I note that the vacancy Mr. Sharp
will fill was created by the retirement
of Judge Echols in March of 2007. A few
months later, on June 13, 2007, Presi-
dent Bush nominated Gus Puryear to
fill the vacancy. Mr. Puryear waited 8
months before he had a hearing. That
was the last action the committee took
on the nomination. His nomination
languished in committee for another 10
months before being returned to the
President in January 2009, at the end of
President Bush’s term. It is both unfor-
tunate and unnecessary that this seat
has remained vacant for so long.

I congratulate each of these men for
their achievements and commend them
for the public service they have given
and that they will provide to the peo-
ple of this country, and particularly to
their respective States in the future.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.
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Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. BOXER. I yield back all remain-
ing time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Under the previous order, the Dalton
nomination is confirmed.

The question now occurs on the
Sharp nomination.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Kevin Hunter Sharp, of Tennessee, to
be United States District Judge for the
Middle District of Tennessee?

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ), the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), and the Senator from
Colorado (Mr. UDALL) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. KYL. The following Senators are
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Illinois (Mr. KIRK), the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. MORAN), the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO), the Senator from
Louisiana (Mr. VITTER), the Senator
from Utah (Mr. HATCH), the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON), and the
Senator from Nevada (Mr. ENSIGN).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Utah (Mr. HATCH) would
have voted ‘‘yea.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MANCHIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 89,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 62 Ex.]

YEAS—89
Akaka Durbin McConnell
Alexander Enzi Merkley
Ayotte Feinstein Mikulski
Barrasso Franken Murkowski
Baucus Gillibrand Murray
Begich Graham Nelson (NE)
sznnet Grassley Paul
Bingaman Hagap Portman
Blumenthal Harkin Pryor
Blunt Hoeven Reed
Boozman Hutchison Reid
Boxer Inhofe Risch
Brown (MA) Inouye Roberts
Brown (OH) Johanns Rockefeller
Burr Johnson (SD)
Cantwell Johnson (WI) Schqmer
Cardin Kerry Sessions
Carper Klobuchar Shaheen
Casey Kohl Shelby
Chambliss Kyl Snowe
Coats Landrieu Stabenow
Coburn Lautenberg Tester
Cochran Leahy Thune
Collins Lee Toomey
Conrad Levin Udall (NM)
Coons Lieberman Warner
Corker Lugar Webb
Cornyn Manchin Whitehouse
Crapo McCain Wicker
DeMint McCaskill Wyden

May 2, 2011
NOT VOTING—I11
Ensign Menendez Sanders
Hatch Moran Udall (CO)
Isakson Nelson (FL) Vitter
Kirk Rubio

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid
upon the table. The President will be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action, and the Senate will resume leg-
islative session.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
return to legislative session.

———

SBIR/STTR REAUTHORIZATION ACT
OF 2011

Mr. REID. Mr. President, what is the
pending business?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. S. 493,
which the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 493) to reauthorize and improve
the SBIR and STTR programs, and for other
purposes.

Pending:

Vitter amendment No. 178, to require the
Federal Government to sell off unused Fed-
eral real property.

Cornyn amendment No. 186, to establish a
bipartisan commission for the purpose of im-
proving oversight and eliminating wasteful
government spending.

Paul amendment No. 199, to cut
$200,000,000,000 in spending in fiscal year 2011.

Sanders modified amendment No. 207, to
express the sense of the Senate that Social
Security benefits for current and future
beneficiaries should not be cut and that the
Social Security program should not be
privatized as part of any legislation to re-
duce the Federal deficit.

Hutchison amendment No. 197, to delay the
implementation of the health reform law in
the United States until there is final resolu-
tion in pending lawsuits.

Pryor amendment No. 229, to establish the
Patriot Express Loan Program under which
the Small Business Administration may
make loans to members of the military com-
munity wanting to start or expand small
business concerns.

Landrieu (for Cardin) amendment No. 240,
to reinstate the increase in the surety bond
guarantee limits for the Small Business Ad-
ministration.

Landrieu (for Snowe) amendment No. 253,
to prevent fraud in small business con-
tracting.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, at the be-
ginning of this Congress, we entered
into an agreement with the minority.
One of the things we wanted to do was
to make sure there was a process for
allowing amendments to bills. We have
had the small business jobs bill on the
calendar for weeks. I believe this is the
fifth week this bill has been around. We
have had votes on a lot of amendments.
But each time we think we can see the
way to closure, my friends on the other
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